The City Council of the City of Princeton, Iowa met for a Proposed Budget Hearing on Thursday, March 9, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Pro Tem Stutting presided.  Roll Call: Present: Phares, Stutting, McDonough, Woomert, and Wolfe. Mayor Kernan asked for Public Comment on the Proposed Budget agenda. No public comment. A motion was made by Woomert to approve RESOLUTION 2023-08, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CITY’S PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024 and seconded by McDonough. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC. With nothing further to discuss Mayor Kernan adjourned Princeton Proposed Budget Hearing at 6:02 p.m.
REGULAR SESSION
The City Council of the City of Princeton, Iowa met for a regular session on Tuesday, March 9, 2023 at 6:05 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Stutting presided. Roll Call: Present: Stutting, Phares and McDonough, Woomert and Wolfe. A motion to approve consent agenda was made by Woomert and seconded by Stutting. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON MATTERS ALREADY ON THE AGENDA:
Many trails members and citizens of Princeton stepped up and shared why the City of Princeton should approve the TASA grant resolution to move forward with the funding. Along with the many trails members for the approval of the TASA funding there were many residents and business owners opposed to the TASA funding and MRT proposed route.
MAYORS COMMENTS:

Mayor Kernan shared his thoughts on the proposed MRT trail and stated “many are for the trail, but they don’t all agree on the route” He stated “it seems to me that we aren’t ready but that is the councils decision”. Mayor Kernan also shared that the proposed trail will take away from funding other “Community Visioning” projects.
Pending Business:
Council members discussed amongst themselves and with the City Attorney the pros and cons of the proposed trail. City Attorney Pastrnak stated that the funding for the proposed trail would need to be deemed essential or general before borrowing any funds. Pastrnak also shared Iowa Code 384 with council members and asked them to take a deeper look into the laws regarding funding. Clerk Tweed shared with the council and the public the current debt numbers. Mayor Kernan shared with the public that if the council deems the trail as a general purpose and vote yes to obtain a loan the public may petition to have the vote be a public referendum.
Planning and Zoning:
P&Z Chair Tim Ruser shared with council the subjects they have been working on. The two subjects being load limits on Tar & Chip streets and the second being limited truck parking. Mayor Kernan advised council that Planning and Zoning would be on the next months agenda.
RESOLUTIONS:

A motion was made by McDonough to approve RESOLUTION 2023-06, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE TASA AGREEMENT AND THE USE OF CITY FUNDS IN COMPLIANCE WITH TASA AGREEMENT and seconded by Wolfe. Roll Call: 3 Ayes, 2 Nays (Phares, Woomert). MC

A motion was made by Phares to approve RESOLUTION 2023-07, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING EMPLOYEE PAYSCALE EFEECTIVE 2023-2028 with an amendment to the deputy clerk salary from FY 25- FY 28 and seconded by Woomert. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
REPORT OF COMMITTEES:
Community Protection – Police Chief Heyvaert stated the new part-time officer should be starting soon however he will need a vest. Heyvaert also shared Officer Brian Carsten has stepped up on patrol during the Chief’s absence. Carsten has also been completing Salvage Title Inspections again.
Water & Sewer – Foreman Rindler shared Well #3 is officially up and running and his next project will be to rebuild the well at Woomert Park, this project will be funded by left over grant money from the USDA.
Fire Department – Chief Woomert shared they have acquired Peds rescue bags in hopes to never have to use them but to be prepared. Woomert shared the PFD has gone on 49 calls already in 2023. Chief Woomert will be attending another grant writing class in Eldridge.
Community Visioning – Vice Chair Betsy Wolfe shared on Wednesday 3/15/23 the Park Board and Community Visioning group will be starting to rebuild the can recycle center with the help of Republic Services and Wilson Fence Co.
Summer Fest – Council Liaison Phares shared that remaining members of the Summerfest Committee are planning a formal meeting in hopes to get more volunteers. 
Policy & Admin – Chair Phares stated that the reviews will be scheduled next week.

Trails – Council Liaison McDonough shared the annual Whiskey Run Creek Clean up is scheduled for April 15, 2023, at 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. McDonough also shared that the annual Dog Scamper will be on April 28, at 6 p.m. 
CLERK CLOSING COMMENTS:

Dog licenses are due by 3/31/2023 late dog licenses will be charged $10 per month they are late. Dogs who are at large without registration will be picked up by animal control, dogs with registration will be returned to the owner.

Golf Cart registration is due by April 30, 2023.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL CLOSING COMMENTS:
Council Stutting shared her gratitude to all the citizens of the community who took their time to share their opinions and concerns for the trail.
Approved:











______________________________




Kevin Kernan, Mayor
Attest:

________________________________ 

Kisa Tweed, City Clerk/Treasurer

