The City Council of the City of Princeton, Iowa met for a regular session on Thursday, November 9, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Kernan presided.  Roll Call: Present: Stutting, Woomert, McDonough, Wolfe, and Phares. A motion to approve the consent agenda with revisions to minutes was made by McDonough and failed for lack of second. Motion Not Carried. A motion was made to approve consent agenda by Woomert and seconded by Phares. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Mayor Kernan allowed 20 minutes of public comment without response from the council. Many residents voiced their support and concern for the TASA agreement and the engineering contract agreement for the Princeton MRT.
MAYOR COMMENTS:
Nothing at this time.
PENDING BUSINESS:
Public Works Foreman and City Clerk stated the third installment of pumps have been ordered, there is one installment left. They also shared the remaining water meters have been ordered but are currently on backorder. They will update once the meters arrive.
Council Woomert and Council Wolfe shared information from their meetings with Hutchison Engineering and Origin Design. Wolfe stated that she felt Hutchison was more prepared when coming into the meeting and asks that the next agenda have the approval of Hutchison Engineering for the street project on it.

NEW BUSINESS:
Council Woomert shared information regarding the search for a police chief. Woomert shared the city completed interviews and a background check on candidate Jose Almanza and everything came back clear. A motion was made by Wolfe to hire Jose Almanza starting at $30/hour and increasing to $32/hour once Almanza acquires his Iowa Certification and was seconded by McDonough. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC

RESOLUTIONS:
Council McDonough shared with council a newly proposed resolution 2023-18 she had written to replace the 2023-18 on the agenda. City Attorney Pastrnak stated since there was a 2023-18 already on the agenda, McDonough’s resolution would need to be addressed as 2023-18B and the one previously posted on the agenda would need to be addressed as 2023-18A.
A motion was made by McDonough to vote on resolution 2023-17; a resolution approving the use of city funds in compliance with tasa agreement and seconded by Wolfe. Roll Call: All Nays. Motion Not Carried

A motion was made by McDonough to vote on resolution 2023-18A; a resolution regarding failure of contingency in resolution 2023-06 and was seconded by Phares. Roll Call: 2 Ayes, 3 Nays (McDonough, Wolfe, and Stutting). Motion Not Carried

A motion was made by McDonough to approve resolution 2023-18B; a resolution ratifying removal of contingency in resolution 2023-06 and was seconded by Wolfe. Roll Call: 3 Ayes, 2 Nays (Phares and Woomert). MC

A motion was made by Woomert to approve resolution 2023-19; a resolution accepting and approving 2023 City Street Financial Report for fiscal year ending June 30, 2023, and was seconded by Wolfe. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
A motion was made by Stutting to approve resolution 2023-20; a resolution authorizing the destruction of specified documents and seconded by McDonough. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC

A motion was made by Wolfe to approve resolution 2023-21; a resolution accepting and approving the 2023 urban renewal report for fiscal year ending June 30, 2023 and was seconded by Woomert. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC

A motion was made by McDonough to approve with corrections to spelling errors resolution 2023-22; a resolution approving the Hutchison Engineering Contract for the Princeton Mississippi River Trail (MRT) Project Iowa DOT Project # TAP-t-6247(602)-8V-82 and was seconded by Stutting. Roll Call: 3 Ayes, 2 Nays (Phares and Woomert). MC

A motion was made by Woomert to approve resolution 2023-23; a resolution directing notice of nuisance violation, notice to abate, and further action as warranted following such notices and was seconded by Phares. Roll Call: All Ayes. MC
REPORT OF COMMITTEES:
Community Protection – Council Woomert shared the Annual Fire Department Appreciation Dinner is set for the weekend at Three33. Council Phares stated that the city has a good opportunity in front of them with the new police chief and wanted residents to be aware that the council heard them and heard their concerns.
Policy and Admin – Council Phares shared he and the deputy clerk are working on making a digital calendar to be shared with all employees and council members to allow everyone to know what events, meetings, deadlines are coming up. Phares feels this will be a great opportunity for better communication.
Parks– Council Wolfe shared the park board is moving forward removing dead trees. Wolfe also shared the Halloween costume contest and parade were a great turn out. Wolfe thanked future Council Member Brandon Forristall for donating pavers to the city to create a hopscotch area at the park.
Community Center – The City Clerk shared with the public that two community center board members will be hosting Santa at the Center on December 1 from 6 – 8 p.m. there will be crafts and snacks. Council Stutting thanked Val Rasche and Barb Wilson for all their hard work at the center decorating and planning events for the public.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

A member of the audience asked for the city attorney to explain in layman’s terms what happened tonight regarding the bike path and what is stopping the new council from changing the decision. Attorney Pastrnak explained tonight 2023-17 failed, 2023-18A failed which would have prevented the city from moving forward with the grant if passed and 2023-18B which allows the city to move forward with the grant using the city budget to pay for the engineering passed should Mayor Kernan sign the grant contract, engineering contract and resolution.
MAYOR AND COUNCIL CLOSING COMMENTS:
Council Stutting shared that this has not been an easy decision and this trail has been in the process for over 20 years. Stutting stated “If you don’t step on the gas the needle will never move” when referring to her stance on the MRT. With nothing further to discuss Mayor Kernan adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m.

BUDGET SESSION:
The City Council of the City of Princeton, Iowa met for a budget session on Thursday, November 9, 2023, following the regular session Mayor Kernan presided.  Roll Call: Present: Stutting, Woomert, McDonough, and Phares. Absent: Wolfe The current council went over current budget numbers with Public Works Foreman Rindler, Clerk Tweed, and the incoming council members and mayor. Mayor Kernan stated the next scheduled budget session will be held in January with the new council members and Mayor. With nothing further to discuss Mayor Kernan adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.
Approved:
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